| ! hRt bakou toicommnnd approaches from
THE DLD (&th OHIO, - the north.  All troops, except|the

i e * 16{h, moyed down tho island to| the
! T AT viginity J-raf1 Fort Esperauza. Our
Ro. fnz. water fof deinking and cooking (was

; - haulod from | shallow swolls sovoral
YIowhun u’ thg southdru  Stales mjles ‘distant. Long trips for [fuel
shnco loaving tho mountain country, wero also mado. The detnils forthis
had wé mat [pcapla with ‘whom Wwo'purpose somatimes oncountered |and
entortained sucli friendly feelings as kilted rattlo-snakes, some being yery
thicso Uormans, To strike tontaand arge. The littlo saurian, imprapor-
march away was/nn cxporiopco uot Iy callod the | “horned-tond,” wero
thoroughly | enjoyablo to tho boys met with hero .ae they also wope at
that had got sllghtly “smltten”. in oar othef eamping placos in TRxpa.
thelr two ahprt imonths’ acquplntages  There i”'“ s guard atstioned i the
with the fair skinned Prussian girls. bayou erossing,  part of whose fluty
War bod lald & gentlo hand on the wan, to report.the appearanco of any
toys [of Irdinnols, end while :we corpse [that; [rosa to tha surface.
gafrisoned fre pjlpe the Inhigbitants When any were seon a bont was!sont
woro subj - ta fow of the Incon-| gt to bring  them to ahore. Throa
vohlencos ¢ mnionto the propence of cmo upitogathor ane day. - Ouo waa
anf ariy. j}'wi\lvﬁ iyonra aficrward| tho surgeon of the 60th; another a
(476) & furious!eytlone swopt nlong Tjieutcnant. The formet had a splen-
u.“n const af Tf:xr‘w‘nnd killed thouddid gold wateh apd gomo mdnoy.
sands of pedplo.and | destroyad many ‘The watch came near being “spitited

towns; i}e pressars of the wind away"” y nimble fingers bfora

rafsed the fator ol the gylf and frionds pame to {ake chargo of per-
:‘)Iuvu it fac inland over the level #onal propeRy. Tho Lieutenant was
ntry. Turing|the provalenco of Holding hia aword seabbard fkmly

ynte
this, over six hundred of the' Indl] with the righl hand and clevatad te
arjoln folka Jost thefrlives, After thq the height of the shoulder. The {hird
stprm, corphos were found five.miles was a privato’soldier with accoutre. |
’llicl: an lho} prairie. ' menta all on, and hands clutching the
IOur mnr’I:l\ to-lho island Wanby & straps, snd hoad forced back ma If
road that rfn close to the bay. I death had caught him in his last des:
e after part of tho day wo madé porate attompt to freo himsolf gf the
low progrees on -muntoﬂwnbny} weight that hold him down. Hishes|
ons that wore too wide to "pontoon” vy other marino croatures had|nib-
with the Hmited material ‘we had bled the onrs, lips and noses qf fhe
srith us. Scctions iof tho pontoon dead. 'From these raw places bload
bridge werp builtand floater betweeh fowed fed sud pure looking. | This
1o cablos that oxtonded froi short was dub to the proserving quslitics
to shore. It mado an excellont ferr, of tho aalt water. 5 i
for calm wenthor, but to-day b © Ono day, befors wa hnd bebn on|
wind was girong |and mado §t a litthp uio lsland vory long, & sutlor clgimed
daogeroua | for, big loads {o crosd. that ho Jost s wallet containiug §1,800
When tho “""'\t." was bropght op posr ouf catip. In a state ofjmind
snug agaigst ?Dsham a mule tonth ‘borderihg ot fronzy he soaroheil and
would be driven X l?J‘-.fm‘1 caough #0l- jnquired Lut found nothing.
diers 1o complote tho laad would fol- * Matagorda Island 1n about|sixty
lpn_'. The troesing of the firat bayoh |niles | ng aod,from one to six)miles
}:M offcotqd with but onp mishap, ‘wido, | A few scrubby mm’} that
i

hich ruEllml {:um o alpping ¢f havo bhon planted haro 1 thh only
o pontooh. Sol i e ‘E

o oitoo 0 of the boys g4t ltimber | that. Is growing on it. | Salu-
{ducked,” but nobody.was hurt and 'ris, destroyed by fire boforo our oc-
Eo proporty lost., An officer’s horde |oupatiop of| the lsland, was 3 smail

ot fgugled.in something pnd verly. village r]le_ the sité 4f car anil

enr drowned. The owner of te
animal offered five dollars to any atie
that would bring It ot nlive. Asol-
fAler promptly plunged fn at tho peril
of Lis own lifenird brougft thoe bp-
iwildered creaturs safely o ]z\uB.
|And the pflicer, awithout pay or i
| theiks, maunted'and roda -:n)y{ was often very lircagme. Duripg
The! crofsing bf!fhe lpwer bayds the hourk 6f company ‘qlrill, D'm:FE

| fraquontly had the mnen siack srms

Broken (foundstions’ and  chagz
posts waro all that was now lofilr
the placa, A |
We hadl somo oxceedingly pleassnt
weather hero, Much time was givbn
te drill, and treading tho l:man‘ sahd

was attonded with s serloua loss pf| |
lifo. ‘Twenly-threo soldiérs wofe 1t 1250 :V"Sdr"‘l"‘ Cun'n fair dpy
P the buys found plersant enterisin-
a | ant enteriain-
M';"D'T“'r‘:: w:::’(ﬁ?;"lffl'ﬁ}'.‘ﬁﬁf";"i ment watching numoraus se-bilkls
diana, -v%%“m ih'u“pEannn foat"wyhs| (M8t Woic always in sight. Flocksor
out I thn st pa o ho- Umyop 1055 PScans sl Town 1 gl
toall i
s, n:???:?ddﬁ:}‘sngngﬂ: |0 McCluggage bagged pnollor
an with 1 < i % theso birds by & preity clever ilmf at

ater |and sink. ' Ajmos
long range. Monstrous garflsh, ten

hand d
handrod ’[nun and » mulg team sliid foot: long, ofton ‘showbd 1}

off. Many of the soldicrs had knap-([°% 1908 = )
{sncks and accolitremonts on. Sotho|'% e bayou. Schools of porpojees
I coasted along the shore, ristug|to

wore presgod dgwn aud there was o
| hope Fr thom from the -:rt. Othdra| "0 o0 then” plunging out of sfght
elutehed flantically at anything tijat sgaln. |

was In-rdach. | Sbmo cooly divgsted| A CAMP of cftizon rofugen jras
themselvo of accoutramiouts ﬁ:hi\n sHtuatod, down the island some is.
under water, and d fow fuvn up the (Rnco from ue. Thoy recelvedratigns
ghost ‘while so' dolng.- Ono corpsa| [08U1ATlY the samo s the soldigre,
‘was afterwnrd | found with a hapd| Ve Used the big soine hare aggin,
grasping éartridge box and cantden generally getting & protty fale supply
steap In the act of slippiug it over his| °f 800d flah in a short time, fur

hend, Othors- that werq vecoveted| $IN0g work was scvoral time
had ;theie| hands| full of sos-wepa.|!i¥ened by bringingito the b
Every possiblo help was a
comeados En shore, and some that got)
out safely stripped and went back tof
savo others. A young wagro belony:|
0 1o & neavy ariliiory sompahd DOIK out of the water. At suother
plunged u twide. : Being & gdod tlme' a sawellsh soven fect long was,
swimmpr | he Belped a man out shch caplured. Ils wasa rough costomer
time. Tho third time ho was clingh.[309 1010 the selne some beforg ho
At 4 . His_anout was a foot
o by & jing man, and_boing ungylel T2 lended. 1T |
to roloase|litmskf, perished with hjm. |31 & halllong. This ik now (1862)
About haif of the drownad men wire 7. 1o Posacesion of Mason D. Fpee,
takon from the wetor that event g;“f,ll_‘j”"“"":'"a(}’\-[
the reat roso ol the surfaco within thef |\ - ';ni"’;m‘::;;,"“(‘]’"g“:‘fh ll :
next-cloven dayk  The ‘pight of {hiy i ween the jsland | xn
dissstor wasachi © < pao {o us a mt::‘:‘-kmp.":“‘l' I—I'“-“ S
w rouched i e LY sho i i on and caty
pocrouchod on ! loo M3 BReULL BT 0 o tho syusel. To o of
capo fr i i qlrlcv?imlc-t:rlwh““ excursions they unexpoclsdly
| blew strong all night.- Noar up in itk b of fish with

fomeo dangerous specimons of|
deep. .‘S eaucy little shark'over threo
foot long was taken in. His biting
proponsitica were nat subdued by

e vory large silve: king &

(o eamp of tho 80, andt undor |thel gy G HEL T L ey
restlass bosom of tha bayou, \mrz1lh Waa Allont taro andl x Balf Sl
lifoloss bodios of the saldlers wijosd :

Natural Mstory makes no mephan

requiem to-riight was the roar ofjthe o (pig specles—the | anilors call

waves that bad beon tholy| thg uﬂ‘,ﬂ. fish." | ‘

| Enstdr Sundny canjo on tha 27gh of

Bfureh | without apecinl ovent |and

witlwut oggs or deilcacics farf us,

Aa_this was tho lot of nearly all ol

dlora in the field we philosoplidally
submitted, I L3

The steamship ctlnlnn":rom; tha

bar forday snil cast anchor. | |The

paymaptor whi aboard, so-ah ¢]

—— - e -
f y kil Battorles with heavy guns mounted
¢ ?m -AN:D me. were already: erected hero at jthis

I fol-
lowling Tucsday, the 30th, wo n'iniv—
ed payh 1l

Published in Holmes County Republican
June 15, 1882

LXIX.

Nowhere in the southern States since leaving the mountain
country, had we met people with whom we entertained such
friendly feelings as these Germans. To strike tents and march
away was an experience not thoroughly enjoyable to the boys
that had got slightly smitten in their two short months'
acquaintance with the fair skinned Prussian girls. War had
laid a gentle hand on the town of Indianola, and while we
garrisoned the place the inhabitants were subjected to few of
the inconveniences common to the presence of an army.
Twelve years afterward (1876) a furious cyclone swept along
the coast of Texas and killed thousands of people and
destroyed many towns. The pressure of the wind raised the
water of the gulf and drove it far inland over the level
country. During the prevalence of this, over six hundred of
the Indianola folks lost their lives. After the storm, corpses
were found five miles back on the prairie.

Our march to the island was by a road that ran close to the
bayou. In the after part of the day we made slow progress on
account of two bayous that were too wide to pontoon with the
limited material we had with us. Sections of the pontoon
bridge were built and floated between two cables that
extended from shore to shore. It made an excellent ferry for
calm weather, but to-day the wind was strong and made it a
little dangerous for big loads to cross. When the float was
brought up snug against the shore a mule team would be
driven on, and enough soldiers to complete the load would
follow. The crossing of the first bayou was effected with but
one mishap, which resulted from the dipping of the pontoon.
Some of the boys got ducked, but nobody was hurt and no
property lost. An officer's horse got tangled in something and
very near drowned. The owner of the animal offered five
dollars to any one that would bring it out alive. A soldier
promptly plunged in at the peril of his own life and brought
the bewildered creature safely to land. And the officer,
without pay or thanks, mounted and rode away.

The crossing of the lower bayou was attended with a serious
loss of life. Twenty-three soldiers were drowned. The poor
fellows nearly all belonged to Company K, 69th Indiana.
When the pontoon float was out in the deepest part of the
bayou, and to all appearance getting along all right, one side
suddenly began to fill with water and sink. Almost a hundred
men and a mule team slid off. Many of the soldiers had



knapsacks and accoutrements on. Some were pressed down and there was no hope for them from
the start. Others clutched frantically at anything that was in reach. Some cooly [sic] divested
themselves of accoutrements while under water, and a few gave up the ghost while so doing. One
corpse was afterward found with a hand grasping cartridge box and canteen strap in the act of
slipping it over his head. Others that were recovered had their hands full of sea-weed. Every
possible help was extended by comrades on shore, and some that got out safely stripped and
went back to save others. A young negro belonging to a heavy artillery company plunged in
twice. Being a good swimmer he helped a man out each time. The third time he was clinched by
a dying man, and being unable to release himself, perished with him. About half of the drowned
men were taken from the water that evening; the rest rose to the surface within the next eleven
days. The night of this disaster was a chilling one to us as we crouched on the lee side of sand
banks and temporary shelters to escape the force of the cold wind that blew strong all night. Near
us in the camp of the 69th, and under the restless bosom of the bayou, were the lifeless bodies of
the soldiers whose requiem to-night was the roar of the wind and waves that had been their
slayers. Batteries with heavy guns mounted were already erected here at this bayou to command
approaches from the north. All troops, except the 16th, moved down the island to the vicinity of
Fort Esperanza. Our water for drinking and cooking was hauled from shallow wells several miles
distant. Long trips for fuel were also made. The details for this purpose sometimes encountered
and killed rattle-snakes, some being very large. The little saurian, improperly called the horned-
toad, were met with here as they also were at our other camping places in Texas.

There was a guard stationed at the bayou crossing, a part of whose duty was, to report the
appearance of any corpse that rose to the surface. When any were seen a boat was sent out to
bring them to shore. Three came up together one day. One was the surgeon of the 69th; another a
Lieutenant. The former had a splendid gold watch and some money. The watch came near being
spirited away by nimble fingers before friends came to take charge of personal property. The
Lieutenant was holding his sword scabbard firmly with the right hand and elevated to the height
of the shoulder. The third was a private soldier with accoutrements all on, and hands clutching
the straps, and head forced back as if death had caught him in his last desperate attempt to free
himself of the weight that held him down. Fishes or other marine creatures had nibbled the ear,
lips and noses of the dead. From these raw places blood flowed red and pure looking. This was
due to the preserving features of the salt water.

One day, before we had been on the island very long, a sutler claimed that he lost a wallet
containing $1,800 near our camp. In a state of mind bordering on frenzy he searched and
inquired but found nothing.

Matagorda Island is about sixty miles long and from one to six miles wide. A few scrubby trees
that have been planted here is the only timber that is growing on it. Saluria, destroyed by fire
before our occupation of the island, was a small village near the site of our camp. Broken
foundations and charred posts were all that was now left of the place.

We had some exceedingly pleasant weather here. Much time was given to drill, and treading the
loose sand was often very tiresome. During the hours of company drill, officers frequently had
the men stack arms and take long rests. On a fair day the boys found pleasant entertainment
watching numerous sea-birds that were always in sight. Flocks of huge pelicans settled down in
shallow water within gun shot of camp. John McCluggage bagged one of those birds by a pretty
clever shot at long range. Monstrous garfish, ten feet long, often showed themselves in the



bayou. Schools of porpoises coasted along the shore, rising to blow and then plunging out of
sight again.

A camp of citizen refugees was situated down the island some distance from us. They received
rations regularly the same as the soldiers. We used the big seine here again, generally getting a
pretty fair supply of good fish in a short time. Our seining work was several times enlivened by
bringing to the beach some dangerous specimens of the deep. A saucy little shark over three feet
long was taken in. His biting propensities were not subdued by being out of the water. At another
time a saw-fish seven feet long was captured. He was a rough customer and tore the seine some
before he was landed. His snout was a foot and a half long. This is now (1882) in the possession
of Mason D. Force, of Millersburg, OH.

The gunboat Monongahela lay in the pass between the island and Decrow's Point. Its crew came
ashore now and then and caught a mess of fish for the vessel. In one of these excursions they
unexpectedly secured a rare specimen of fish with very large silvery looking scales. The average
diameter of the scales was about two and a half inches. Natural history makes no mention of this
species—the sailors called it the silver fish.

Easter Sunday came on the 27th of March without special event and without eggs or delicacies
for us. As this was the lot of nearly all soldiers in the field we philosophically submitted.

The steamship Clinton crossed the bar to-day and cast anchor. The paymaster was aboard, so on
the following Tuesday, the 30th, we received pay.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seine_fishing

